
 

    
 

 

 
 
 

MEDICAL GENETICS CENTRE BRUSSELS - Fellowship 
 

European Reference Network (ERN) 
Gateway to Uncommon And Rare Diseases of the Heart (ERN GUARD-Heart) 

 
FELLOWSHIP AT THE CARDIOGENETICS LABORATORY 

MEDICAL GENETICS CENTRE of THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL BRUSSELS 
 

ERN GUARD-Heart is an European Reference Network (ERN) for rare or low prevalence complex 
diseases of the heart. The mission of ERN GUARD-Heart (also referred to as the Network) is to 
facilitate access to highly specialised diagnosis and treatment of rare and complex heart diseases in 
both adult and paediatric patients across the European Union (EU). By pooling knowledge and 
expertise, ERN GUARD-Heart aims to provide better, safer, more efficient healthcare to all European 
patients with rare and/or complex cardiac conditions.  
 
One the goals of ERN GUARD-Heart is to share and spread knowledge and evidence in the diagnosis 
and treatment of rare and complex heart diseases within and outside the Network. To achieve this 
goal, the Network will organize on annual basis two specialized training programmes for healthcare 
professionals. One of these programmes is a 4-6 months fellowship (in 2020, exact time is flexible) 
which will provide residents or young specialists the opportunity to gain knowledge and expertise in 
the interpretation of next generation sequencing (NGS) data/ OMICs data in the field of cardio-
genetics. The fellowship will be hosted by the Clinical Genetics Laboratory of the University Hospital 
in Brussels, and will be coordinated by Professor Sonia Van Dooren (Clinical Laboratory Geneticist 
and representative member of Univ. Hosp. Brussels in the ERN GUARD-Heart) and Professor Carlo De 
Asmundis (cardiologist and representative member of Univ. Hosp. Brussels in the ERN GUARD-Heart). 
Funding is foreseen for maximum of 5000 EURO (housing/ traveling). The salary of the fellow will 
have to be funded by his/her own institute.  
 
Healthcare professionals, for example cardiologists/ cardiologists in training/ clinical geneticists and 

scientists/ clinical geneticists or scientists in training/ related disciplines, working in a medical centre 

in the European Union and who are interested in this fellowship program are requested to write a 

motivation letter and CV (resume) to the Project Management Office of ERN GUARD-Heart 

(n.hofman@amsterdamumc.nl) before 21 December 2019. Candidates should master the English 

language and have an official degree in Medicine, and a degree (or training) in Cardiology, Human 

Genetics or related field. 
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